The last section, 'Progress in Human Leukemia Research', about the search for a causative virus may ultimately be adjudged progress, but it contains no significant new information.
The book accurately portrays current research on neoplasia of the hematopoietic system but adds little new or useful information for the general pathologist. Current American and European researchers will be aware of most of the material if for no other reason than most of them attended the symposium.
B These 2 volumes are the first of a contemplated 6-volume encyclopedic treatise on the viral diseases of animals; the German word Handbuch does not translate into the English 'handbook'. The forerunner of this book, by GILDE-MEISTER, HAAGEN, and WALDMANN, also emanated from the world-famous Friedrich-Loeffler Institute on the island of Rierns, but has been out of print for about 25 years. This book is edited by WALDMANN'S successor in the direction of the Institute.
Volurre I deals with the history of research on viral diseases, with the morphology, biochemistry, and immunology of viruses and with the pathogenesis and epizootiology of diseases caused by them. The authors are all German. Volu me II treats specific diseases: foot and mouth disease, the poxes in mammals and birds, stomatitis, and a variety of infections of the respiratory system. There are 10 authors; all but one of the articles are in German, including one on ovine pox by the late collaborator of this journal, Prof. XENOPHON IVANOV, of Sofia. A 5-page article on 'lumpy skin disease' is in French. Each disease is discussed in considerable detail, supported by exhaustive bibliographic citations. The 416 pages devoted to foot and mouth disease, including 128 (!) pages of references, constitute a monographic treatment of a disease which has occupied the staff ofthe Friedrich-Loeffler Institute through almost 5 decades of its existence.
A book on virology edited by a pathologist ought to make satisfying reading for other pathologists, and the books under review do not disappoint one. Books dealing with etiologic agents of disease-whether poisonous plants or viruses-are often not only unsatisfying but actually intensely frustrating to the pathologist. He is usually interested in the disease more than in the agent causing it, and his attempts to find out what the agents do to animal hosts are often doomed to failure if the book being consulted be written by an etiologist. Professor ROHRER is a respected figure in virology, but he has not let his grasp of virology cloud the principle that the study of viruses pathogenic to animals is a means to an end, the latter being the study of the diseases themselves-their recognition and pathogenesis. There is plenty of material in these first 2 volumes on the ultrastructure, biochemistry, and biophysics of viral agents; what is so refreshingly missing is the myopic preoccupation therewith-the study of viruses in an intellectual vacuum-that mars so many recent books on human virology. [From reading such books, where the authors never come to grips with the diseases, I have long suspected that virology, (like war), is too important to be left to the virologists(generals); a feeling which this book, edited by a pathologist, has amply confirmed.]
Virologists will find some things to dispute in this book, such as classification and nomenclature of viruses, and reviews by virologists which have already appeared indicate that they have missed the point, a significant one implicit in the title, viz., that this book is concerned with the infections caused by the agents. For the pathologist, the descriptions of pathogenesis and pathology are comprehensive, to the point, presented in satisfying detail, and well illustrated on paper of high quality. The book can therefore be recommended to them; good typography also makes it easy to read.
If I have any adverse criticism it is that the tendency to be exhaustive has inherent dangers and has led some authors astray into citing everything that has been published on a given disease without exercising sufficient critical judgement and pruning. This is worth 'riding herd on' for the volumes yet to appear. This comprehensive treatise is an authoritative landmark in veterinary literature of which the editors, authors, and publisher may well be proud and will remain one for many years. This book is written specifically for the veterinary student in order to provide him with a convenient survey of veterinary morphologic pathology as it is taught in most schools in Germany and Scandinavia. In this capacity the book has reached its goal, the authors having successfully condensed a wealth of information into short, encyclopedia-like paragraphs. It is doubtful, however, that this book will serve equally well for veterinary students in North America where the terms and teachings of pathology include both pathologic anatomy and functional pathology, as well as more species of animals. The species of animals that are dealt with in this book are those traditionally considered to be domesticated, namely the horse, cattle, sheep, goat, pig, dog, cat, rabbit, and chicken. Not included are some groups of animals that during the last 10 years have become important in the pathology curriculum of several North American veterinary schools, namely wildlife, zoo, and laboratory animals.
The book has 495 pages, is in hard cover, and sells for 82 D-Marks. It is divided into 15 major chapters, closely following the division into organ systems as seen in most Anglo-American texts on systemic pathology. Each organ system is discussed under the following headings, after a brief review on the embryology and function whenever pertinent information can be provided: 1) congenital anomalies; 2) various physical changes; 3) circulatory changes; 4) metabolic dis-
